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Libman named Professor of the Year
Theater professor Karen Libman, in the School of Communications,
was selected as a Distinguished Professor of the Year by the Presidents
Council, State Universities of Michigan.
This is the council’s fourth year of recognizing three distinguished professors from 15 public universities. The award recognizes outstanding faculty
support of undergraduate instruction in support of the central mission of
all universities in the council.
As a recipient of this year’s award, Libman will be honored at a luncheon
in Lansing on May 13. She is noted for making the study of theatre arts
relevant to a liberal education and for constantly exploring new ways of
using the discipline to broaden the horizons of her students in the areas of
aesthetics, multicultural awareness, and social justice.
“It is wonderful that Professor Libman’s extraordinary accomplishments are being recognized by Michigan’s academic officers, just as her
work has been acknowledged by so many students and colleagues at
Grand Valley and throughout her discipline,” said Provost Gayle Davis.
“Congratulations to her as an exemplary representative of this university’s
talented faculty.
Libman received the 2007 Barbara Jordan Award at Grand Valley for
her work with women and gender studies. Working with colleagues,
she developed a touring theatre program, Bard to Go, to introduce
Shakespeare into the secondary schools. To promote cultural and educational dialogue with international audiences, the program expanded to
include performances at schools in Jamaica and China. For her innovative
work with Bard to Go, Libman received national recognition from the

American Alliance for Theatre and
Education in 2008.
“I strive for exemplary learning
experiences that ask students to
discover new things, to risk through
creation and collaboration, and to
assume leadership roles in the classroom and onstage,” said Libman.
“This prepares students for both a
life in the theatre and in career areas
outside of theatre. Theatre is about
problem solving - my job is to create problems that students actively
engage in solving, helping them to
develop skills that translate to the
world beyond the university.”
Her directing work has received
Photo by Amanda Pitts
a meritorious achievement award
Theater professor Karen Libman was
from the Kennedy Center/American selected as a Distinguished Professor
of the Year.
College Theatre Festival, and
has been seen locally at Heritage
Theatre (Special Grand Award winner for ensemble in Heritage Theatre’s
“Metamorphoses”), Grand Rapids Civic Theatre (“Piano Lesson”, “Of
Mice and Men”), and The Grand Rapids Jewish Theatre. At Grand Valley
she has directed frequently for the Shakespeare Festival, and university
productions including “Big Love”, “Mother Courage and Children” and
the award-winning “Angels in America, Part 1.”

Across Campus
Stabler receives Fulbright
Scott Stabler, assistant professor of history, has
been selected to receive a Fulbright award to
Ghana. As part of the award, Stabler will strive
to increase mutual understanding between the
people of the U.S. and Ghana.
Recipients of Fulbright awards are selected on
the basis of academic or professional achievement, as well as demonstrated leadership
potential in their fields. Stabler will use the
grant to study and teach at the University of
Cape Coast in Ghana during the winter semester, 2011.
“I will be teaching in both the College of
Education and for the Department of History,”
said Stabler. “My research will focus on how
schools in Ghana teach the history of the
African slave trade to the Americas. It should
be interesting, seeing as Ghana formed a major

locale for the export of slaves.”
Stabler has taught at Grand Valley since 2004,
following positions at Arizona State University,
University of Houston and elsewhere. Among
his previous awards, in 2007, Stabler was honored as Grand Valley’s Inspirational Historian
of the Year, and named Mel Miller Mentor of
the Year by the Michigan Council for Social
Studies.

Awards recognize commitment to campus
women
The Celebrating Women Awards ceremony on
April 1 recognized faculty and staff members
for their support of women on campus and
women and girls in the community.
The ceremony was held in the Kirkhof Center

and sponsored by the Women’s Commission,
Women’s Center, Women and Gender Studies
Department and Positive Black Women.
Erin Busscher, academic advisor for the
Kirkhof College of Nursing, received the
Maxine Swanson Award. Busscher had chaired
the COT Development Committee and served
on the Women’s Commission committee that
successfully helped create a new career coach
position at Grand Valley.
Two Women’s Impact Awards were presented;
the Women’s Commission award goes to an
individual who works to improve the lives of
women at Grand Valley, and/or women and
girls in the community. Ramya Ramanath, assistant professor of public, nonprofit and health
administration, and Barb Bivens, custodial staff
member, received the awards.
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
and on Capitol Hill,” Hoss said. “I think that even those who would have
preferred a different bill recognized the historical importance of the
moment.”

continued from page 1
Donna Henderson-King,
associate professor of
psychology, received the
Barbara Jordan Award for
excellence in scholarly contributions to the women and
gender studies field.
The Women’s Center gave
its Outstanding Female
Student Award to three students: Genna Davis, Brittany
Dernberger and Autumn
Tombka. Nicole Hollebrands
earned the Jean Enright
Scholarship.

“Nurses must be advocates in the policy arena to ensure that meaningful
reform occurs at federal and state levels; and that it results in increased
access to care, decreased costs, and improved quality,” she said. “It is the
role of nursing education to ensure that graduates are ready to be 21st
Century change agents.”
McCurren also laughed and said only nursing deans would be huddled in
a hotel room, watching Congress on television trying to pass the health
care bill. She attended a reception at which Lois Capps, D-California,
spoke.
Photo by Amanda Pitts

Barb Bivens, left, receives the Women’s Impact
Award from Chaunte Rodgers, Women’s
Commission member.

Positive Black Women presented scholarships to seven students: Amber Harris, Teryima Hemben,
Angie Huddleston, Marion Jawara, Latrice Lynee Jones, Brittany Purnell
and Shawnkeshia Stoudamire.

Nursing students, dean in Washington
when health care bill passed
Cynthia McCurren, dean of the Kirkhof College of Nursing, and several
students picked a great time to attend a conference in Washington, D.C.
The nursing contingent attended the American Association of Colleges
of Nursing Student Policy Summit March 20-23, the same weekend that
Congress hammered out and passed the health care reform package.
Brenda Hoss is among the cohort pursuing a doctor of nursing practice
degree. Hoss is enrolled in a health care policy class and said she has
always been active in politics.

“Lois is a champion for health care and nursing; it was a special moment,”
McCurren said. “I believe we all felt the sense of accomplishment, but
with an awareness that there is a great deal to do in order for reform to be
successful and truly bring about the desired result.”

Faculty Staff Campaign continues
growth
The Faculty Staff Campaign is seeing growth for the second consecutive
year in the numbers of donors and dollars contributed by Grand Valley
employees. More than 1,000 faculty and staff have made gifts exceeding
$485,000 total for the campaign. Campus-wide participation stands at 42
percent.
Campaign co-chairs, Mary Watters and Paul Stephenson say there is still
an opportunity to participate at any level to any fund. The University
match has been expanded this year to include the Mary Idema Pew
Library Learning and Information Commons and the Student Support
Fund, as well as the endowed funds.
To check departmental participation, make a gift, or learn more about the
campaign, visit www.gvsu.edu/fscampaign.

“There was an atmosphere of celebration both in our summit meetings
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GVFaces
John Engelsma
associate professor,
School of Computing and
Information Systems
You may have seen Jonathan Engelsma’s
name on the Grand Valley Web site
recently with the launch of Grand Valley’s
own iPhone app, Laker Mobile.
Engelsma started working at Grand
Valley in the School of Computing and
Information Systems last August. Since
that time, he’s established the Mobile
Applications and Services Lab with the help
of faculty, students, grants and donations.
“The lab has roused a lot of excitement
with students,” said Engelsma. “This
type of technology is the ‘hype’ now, it’s
everywhere, and the lab allows students
to express their creativity in that area.”
Engelsma said there is a major difference
between working for a corporation versus
working for a higher education institution.
“Being a professor allows me to pursue
more opportunities, and allows me more
freedom to research,” said Engelsma.
“Also, the level of energy and creativity my
students have makes my job a lot of fun.”

Engelsma earned a
bachelor’s degree
from Grand Valley
in computer
science. He earned
his master’s degree
and doctorate in
computer science
from Michigan
State University.
After receiving
his doctorate,
Engelsma worked
Jonathan Engelsma
in Europe for one
year for a software
company. He then moved to Chicago
and began working for Motorola.
Engelsma worked in a variety of departments
within Motorola, such as its research lab, then
an applied research group where he studied
and developed new software technologies.
He said he was heavily involved in
technology known as VoiceXML, a software
commonly used in call centers within
companies, and with researching multimodal user interfaces for mobile devices.
In his free time, Englesma enjoys spending
time with his wife and seven children. His
hobbies include being a third generation
beekeeper and playing the piano.

Forum | april 12, 2010

3

What’s Ahead
Kickoff meeting set for
community garden
The Grand Valley Community Garden
is commencing its 2010 growing season
with a Summer Kickoff event. The
event will include the opportunity to
register for summer plots, learn about
upcoming events and tour the garden.
It will take place Tuesday, April 13, from
4-7 p.m. in the Multipurpose Room of the
Niemeyer Living and Learning Center. This
year, the garden plots will be a standard size of
10 by 10 and will be $20 for students and $30
for faculty, staff or community members. People
interested in purchasing a plot are encouraged
to bring a check or cash payment to the event.
Visit www.gvsugarden.com to learn more.

Benefit concert set
for piano fund
Grand Valley artist-faculty members and piano
majors are staging a benefit concert for the
acquisition of a new concert grand piano.
The concert will be held Saturday, April 17,

from 2-4 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt Center. An
afternoon tea will follow the performances.
“A decent piano will cost anywhere from
$70,000 to $120,000,” said Helen Marlais
associate professor of music. “We are starting
from scratch and don’t know how long it
will take to raise all the funds needed.”

will perform solos by Gershwin and Chopin.
Tickets are $20 general admission; $10
university students and seniors; and $5 precollege students. For ticket information,
contact Valerie Stoelzel at x13678, or order
online at www.gvsu.edu/music. Tickets
will also be available at the door.

Marlais said a second piano is needed to have
more “pianocentric” concerts and also to
have the capability of most other universities
to perform piano concertos and two-piano
concerts. “We would like to acquire a smaller,
elegant and refined-sounding piano that will
be the right fit for the intimate setting of the
Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall in the
Performing Arts Center,” said Marlais. “The
current piano in there could then be used
in the larger Louis Armstrong Theatre.”

Information meetings for
medical plan changes

Performances at the benefit concert will
include pianists Marlais and assistant professor
Giuseppe Lupis. Members of the GVSU
Woodwind faculty — Arthur Campbell, clarinet;
John Clapp, bassoon; Allen French, horn; and
Marlen Vavrikova, oboe — will also perform,
and various students who are majoring in
piano. Marlais will perform Beethoven’s
Quintet along with the Woodwinds and Lupis

Thurs., April 15, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.,
2204 Kirkhof Center

programs, but also strategies to save the
university money regarding medical benefits.

and a Grand Valley alumna, initiated
the award to support growing interest
in the field of cccupational therapy.

Human Resources is holding a series of
information meetings to discuss changes to
Grand Valley’s medical plans, which take
effect January 1, 2011. The meetings are:
Tues., April 13, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.,
119 CHS-Hager Auditorium

Wed., April 21, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., 136E DEV
Wed., April 28, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.,
2204 Kirkhof Center

Across Campus
continued from page 2

Health and Wellness
earns HERO rating
Grand Valley’s Health and Wellness program is
a HERO, according to a ranking conducted by a
national employee health management group.
The Health Enhancement Research
Organization, based in Alabama, ranked
the university’s health and wellness
programs, strategic plan, leadership and
level of engagement by faculty and staff
members. Grand Valley’s score was then
compared to comparable-sized businesses,
corporations and universities.
Grand Valley scored 140 points out of 200.
Lindsey DesArmo, health and wellness
coordinator, said the university scored
higher than the national average on
categories like engagement and programs.
Scott Richardson, associate vice president
for Human Resources, said, “The focus on
health and wellness demonstrates the longterm commitment to investing in Grand
Valley’s greatest asset, the faculty and staff
members who serve our students every day.”
By offering disease management through
Grand Valley’s third party carrier, UMR, nurses
actively outreach and partner with faculty
and staff members to successfully manage
illnesses such as diabetes, hypertension
and heart disease. In addition to disease
management, UMR also offers health
coaching to assist individuals in setting
preventive health goals, DesArmo said.
Health and Wellness also has a strategic plan
and vision for Grand Valley to become the
healthiest campus in Michigan. DesArmo
said the plan not only includes offering
nutrition, exercise and stress management

An example of a cost-cutting strategy is the
annual Know Your Numbers campaign, in
which faculty and staff members can receive
a health risk assessment, complimentary and
confidential, to screen for high cholesterol,
high blood pressure and other health risks.
Organizations and companies self-submitted
information to HERO.

Student awarded
Occupational Therapy
Scholarship

Marzinski received a bachelor’s degree
from Central Michigan University,
majoring in psychology and personal
and community health. “I choose Grand
Valley to attend grad school because of
its outstanding program,” she said.

Pre-orders taken for
50th anniversary book

Photo courtesy of Jeanine Beasley

Cynthia Grapczynski, right, director of occupational
therapy awards a plaque acknowledging a scholarship
to Kendra Marzinski.

Kendra Marzinski is the recipient of the
Theresa M. McKee Occupational Therapy
Scholarship. The scholarship awards
$1,000 to a first year, occupational therapy
student in the College of Health Sciences.
Theresa McKee, founder of the scholarship

Secure your copy of Grand Valley Celebrates
50 Years of Shaping Lives, the university’s
commemorative 50th anniversary book, by
placing a pre-order today. The hardcover book
is $19.95. Those who preorder will receive a
free gift, a commemorative bookmark will be
included with all orders placed before May 1.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/forum50book to preorder
a copy, or for more information. Credit cards
will not be charged until the books are in stock,
beginning in August. Shipping is $8.50. Save on
shipping by placing an order to hold a book at
the Allendale or DeVos Center bookstores.
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General Events

Thurs., April 15

Mon., April 12

7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.

Noon: Counseling Center hosts “This
Emotional Life.” 113 CHS. Call x13266 for
more information.

Tues., April 13
Noon: Women’s Center Her Story by Michele
Coffill. 2263 KC. Call x12748 for more
information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Divorce
Support Group. 2243 KC. For more information visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar.

9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
“Respect in the Global Workplace.” 2263
KC. Call x12215 for more information.
11:30 a.m.: Work Life Connections Alzheimer’s
Support Group. 2242 KC. Call x12215 for
more information.
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 1104
KC. Call x12748 for more information.

2 p.m.: Music Performance. Piano Fund
Benefit Concert. CDC. Call x13484 for
more information.

Sun., April 18
3 p.m. and 8 p.m.: Music Performance. Choral
Concert. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more
information.

Sports
Wed., April 14

8 p.m.: Music Performance by Jazz Orchestra.
LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more information.

3 p.m.: Tennis hosts Ferris State University.

Wed., April 14

Fri., April 16

3:30 p.m.: Tennis hosts Calvin College.

8 a.m.-6 p.m.: Student Scholars Day. PAD,
HRY, KC. Call x18100 for more information.

3:30 p.m.: Evolution for Everyone Lecture:
“Darwin’s Disciple: George John Romanes,
A Life in Letters,” by Joel Schwartz. 308
PAD. Call x12195 for more information.

Sat., April 17

8 a.m.: Conversations for Change event hosted
by Office of Multicultural Affairs. 107C
DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/inclusion to
RSVP.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more
information.

8 p.m.: Music Performance by Symphony
Orchestra. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for more
information.

Fri., April 16

1 p.m.: Softball hosts Ashland University.

Sun., April 18
Noon: Softball hosts Tiffin University.

Sat., April 17

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Annis Water Resources Institute staff members Mary Ogdahl and Al Steinman cowrote an article, “Influences of Multi-Scale
Habitat on Metabolism in a Coastal Great
Lakes Watershed,” published in the journal
Ecosystems.
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of philosophy, gave a presentation, “Jesuit Science
and its Discontents,” at the Grand Dialogue
on Science and Religion Conference. She was
also a respondent to the keynote address,
“Experience, Reason, and Faith in Science and
Religion: A Buddhist Perspective.”
Barry Martin, professor of music, led the
Symphonic Wind Ensemble through a performance tour in Illinois, culminating in a performance at the North Central Division of the
College Band Directors National Association
conference at Illinois State University.
Ellen Pool, associate professor of music, led the
University Arts Chorale on a performance tour
in Indiana.
Henry Duitman, associate professor of music,

coordinated the first String Leadership Day
in collaboration with members of the Grand
Rapids Symphony and music faculty members
Pablo Mahave-Veglia, Ming Huan Xu and Paul
Swantek.
Jonathan Nichol, assistant professor of music,
toured with the h2 Saxophone Quartet at the
North American Saxophone Alliance Biennial
Conference in Athens, Georgia; Northwestern
State in Nachitoches, Louisiana; Southeastern
State in Hammond, Louisiana; and Illinois State
in Normal, Illinois. The quartet also released its
latest CD, “Times and Spaces.”
Arthur Campbell, professor of music, and
adjunct professor John Varineau, hosted more
than 100 top high school clarinet students at
Grand Valley’s Clarinet Day.
Jeanine Beasley, assistant professor of occupational therapy, gave a presentation, “Hand
Therapy Pearls: Joint Replacements and
Tendon Transfers,” at the American Society
of Hand Therapists Conference, Texas State
Chapter.
Nichol De Mol, research assistant at the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave a presenta-

tion, “Baseline Study on Fremont Lake and its
Connecting Waterways,” at the Fremont Lake
Association meeting.
Patricia Bravender, librarian, gave a presentation, “Sisters, Schoolgirls and Sleuths: The
Secrets of Girl Detectives,” at the Grand Rapids
Public Library.
David VanderSloot, director of conference and event planning, gave a presentation, “Articulating the Value of Meetings at a
Strategic Level,” at the annual conference of the
Association of Collegiate Conference and Event
Directors in Louisville, Kentucky.
Voichita Nachescu, visiting assistant professor
of women and gender studies, gave a presentation, “Race Matters? African American Women,
Feminism, and Consciousness-Raising in 1970s
Chicago,” at the Newberry Library Seminar on
Women and Gender.
Paul J. Cornish, associate professor of political
science, gave a presentation, “John Adams as a
Conservative and a Republican,” at the Annual
Meetings of the Michigan Academy of Sciences,
Arts and Letters at Calvin College.

